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/ ;_".;51:;?’ Linda Schweitzer, assistant professor at Oakland University who

/s & Drinks specializes in environmental toxicology and aquatic chemistry.
;m;:m The $10 million project will begin next week and will be completed in
Books eight to 15 weeks, said Catherine Creber, remediation leader at Dow
EE:E“IM Chemical Canada. The cleanup area is about 2,000 feet long and about —_—
Caste Guide 115 feet off the Sarnia, Ontario, shoreline, where Dow Chemical Canada Soobdcae & ads
g lthough the orth of Macomb C b sorement o he e ¢

: Althou project is north o mb County, Macomb activists _ csanks
mtf“mtﬁlu have been closely monitoring Dow's dredging plans because the river R
— flows into Lake St. Clair.
News Talk Members of the Macomb CGUII'[}" Water Qll-ﬂﬁt}" Board are Wﬁl'ki.ﬂg
Autos Talk with Dow to ensure the dredging won't stir up contaminated sediment that
HLT:T?III: could travel downstream into the 13 drinking water intakes along the
Pistons Talk river.
T "We just want to make sure they do it right," said Doug Martz of

High Schools Harrison Township, chairman of the Macomb board, "because we have 6
oot iy million people drinking water downstream."

Larry Goodin, owner of Travis Restaurant in Harrison Township, used
to be an avid fisherman. But concerns about contamination forced him to
abandon his fishing poles. He won't eat fish caught in Lake St. Clair, nor
will he let his five grandkids swim in the water.

"I'm all for Dow cleaning up the water as long as they don't push all
that stuff downriver," said Goodin, 56.

Carcinogens present

The carbon molecules in the sediment are carcinogens, said Carl
Freeman, a Wayne State University biologist. During dredging, sediments
can be stirred up and filter feeder organisms such as zebra mussels could
eat them.

A fish that eats the zebra mussel would become contaminated as well,
Freeman said, and contamination levels could become highly
concentrated inside fish because they are stored in fats. A person who eats
the fish would then have the contaminants as well.

"Your probability of getting cancer goes up considerably," Freeman
said. "That's why you are concerned any time there is a dredging.”

Fisherman Bruce Terwilliger, 69, of St. Clair Shores calls Dow's
efforts productive.

"For years that stuff has been dumped in the river and it all eventually
flows downstream," said Terwilliger, who frequently boats to Canada.
"Dow Chemical is trying to clean it up ... the best way that it can be
done."

Last summer, Dow did a pilot dredging project in the St. Clair River
just south of the current site to test out its high-tech dredging equipment
before the major cleanup.

The hydraulic dredging machine operates like a vacuum, sucking
sediment and pumping it to shore. It's then filtered out of the water and
shipped to a landfill. The water is cleaned to meet drinking water
standards before it goes back into the river, Creber said.

Creber said the pilot project gave Dow the confidence to begin the
major dredging this summer.

Water tested

Martz, Schweitzer and Freeman tested the water after the pilot project
and found the contamination did not spread downstream.
Martz has worked with Creber in setting up a notification system to
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local drinking water plants, the Coast Guard and hazardous waste
teams if an accident should occur.

“It's great that Dow has taken the lead to clean up for past mistakes,"
said Sarah Roberts, Macomb County community organizer for Clean
Water Action in Clinton Township. "But corporations need to make sure
things like this never happen again."

Dow Chemical Canada primarily manufactures plastics. The chemicals
that were used in the past, such as mercury, are no longer used today,
Creber said.

The idea for the cleanup project came in the 1980s, when new
management at the Dow plant addressed environmental issues, Creber
said. The goal was to prevent further air and water contamination and to
clean up problems of the past when the environmental effects of these
chemicals were relatively unknown. Dow set aside $100 million for these
environmental projects, Creber said.

Since the contaminants are buried in sediment that is 6 inches to 2 feet
deep, they pose little immediate health concern, Creber said. But the
sediment could be stirred up and contamination could be spread by large
ships passing through or a massive ice floe, she said. Dow didn't want to
take that chance, Creber said, and decided on the removal.

Macomb officials became interested in Dow's dredging practices in the
1990s.

Dow first did a smaller dredging project for six days in the spring of
1996 after a patch of soft, tar-like material was discovered in the river.
Creber said Dow cleaned up the substance that appeared to have spilled
into the river from a drain located near a Sarnia landfill.

You can reach Marisa Schultz at (586) 468-2905 or

mschultz@demews.com.
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