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Dow to dredge St. Cl.ir
Compaty will r€mov€ pollutantj

c.nr.., l. rn.6 D.* *irr @
Md.@nt mrdt d ..11.

River

IllRRlsoN TowNsutP -
Dow Cbmical Cuada Inc.

will dig up n@ly 45,000 clbic
f€el of @nldninat€d sdimnl
ihis swnq on the botbn of
lhe St. Clair Riv€. s p€n of a
mGsive cl@up lhal MMnb
Couly dvirome.uh e

'IlE €ontaninared sdinenr

chlorioated o€@i. cohDouds
thal pos nm.ou be5ld
pDbl@s if ingested tbrcush
dri irg *!t r or by ealirg fish.

The sedimol hs b€q siftins
on thc bonom ofde ;v€r fd
de.sdes .ftq Dow Chemical

wateBay in th€ 1950s 0d

'Il s like ln€y e Ededing
lheir sins of lhe pdl." sid

Forlutior .xFi. Doq hrE .nd
und. schsrt r t .i.d o. st r .n r
. pihi dEdlln! bt Od .nd iound th.
@nt nroaron drd not.tdd
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Lin la Schwira, Nislml prefser at Oall&d Univdity who
speialia ir wircmdld toxi@log:/ and aqudic .henistrt.

Th€ Jl0 nilion pbj€c1 will belir nen @k aid will be conPleted in
.idl !o 15 €ks, eid Catt€ire ctbd, media!@ ldder d Do{
Chdic{rl Caruda TIE cldup a@ is .boul 2,000 fed lotg $d aboul
t 15 fel off tb€ a@i.. (htano. shorclinc. whcE Dow Ch@icd C@d!

Aldmud tb€ prcjdt is nonn of Memb Codty, Mmb a.rivisls
bwe ben cloely mnirori4 Dofs drEdging pbts b€c.N ihe f,va
floweinro ljt sr clan.

Mc6b.6 of ih. Mmb Cout Water Qurlity Bosrd e mrling
win Do* 10 €M thc dredging *on1sd up co dina!.d s€dimc dFt
o'nd Flrl dousirle inlo th€ 13 tlrinking wal6 i.r,t s .long th€

"vc just *el lo nrke re they do n rigE ' $id Dous Marlz or
Heisn ToMship, cblirlM of1h. MMnb bo€rd, 'b6!e w hnv. 6
millior Fople drirling wrer doMsE.m.'

L.ny Coodi4 olNM of Tnvis Rest lrul it Hdis ToMlhiP, lsed
to be d lvid ftlFrlM. Bul 6cd ahout @nlrnimtion fd€d lrim to
abondon his fishins pol6. He sn't ol 6sh owh in La*e Sl Cldr, nor
will he l€r his five enndri& swim in lhe Mt r.

''t'm all for Dow clding up the va&. s lona d thcy don'1 push all
rhrl stufldomivcr." sid Good4 56.

IrE Ebon nol*ules in ilE s.dib6t e @ime!N, eid csl
Fffiarr a wayn slare Univdiv biologjs. D!tri.8 dEdsitrg, *dilMt
@ be srirnd up ed filtr f..d€r oryeims seh 3 abB ENels 6uld

A fish th.r ds the abn mllsl mdd b..me @nt Dind.d a wll.
n@Dtr eid, &d ontaoiMlid lsls @dd beotu hidny
@@rraled i6ide fish hec{@ lhey m slotd in fatr. A Fen who ats
th€ ish &dd 1nen nav. the contsnituts d well.

'You p6b6bility of epltnE c"M gc up .Gid€nbly,' Ftu
sid. 'Tiats $lv you m com.trd ey lim. tlFE is ! dEdgitg

Fhhm Bre Twilligq.69. ofsr. Clln ShoG c.lls Dorls

''Foryesrh sluff h6 bei dm|lFd in lh. rivd ed it all d@nqlly
flo*s dopnsrlan.' eid T.sillisa, *tD tq$tly boats to C.Dd4
'Dow Chmic.l is Eying to cl@ n up .-. th. b.st @t $!t it m t

Lasl sm.r, Dow did ! pilot dr.dging projet in thc $ Clair Pjvd
just suth ofrhe cftnt site to 1ed out ia bigh-tech d.dgine .quipdEn
b€foB tbe mjor cl€dp.

Thc hydraulic dEdgins n&hine oFdt s like ! v@uur! swkhS
sdindr and Fmping il ro shoE. Ifs th€n filtded ort oflh. wter &d
shipp.d to o lsrdfill. ft. pald b .leaIEd lo Det dnnking *lrer
sudlrds befoc ii g@s ba.k inlo th€ nv€r, CEbq sd.

Crcbtr sid rhe pilot prcj*t gave Dow lh. @nfidcne 1o begin th.
Mjor dr€dsing ihis sll!|l@.

Mslz Sch*eitd ard F@mm t ded rhe *!l€r and t pilol Proj@t
and foud ihe @nrmimtior did nol spMd do$asil@

M&s ha rcrt€d wilh CFbd in efting up ! rctificaiion syst m io
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hol ditri4 waler Pldts. th. cdsl Gwd dd h@dons *aste
r4r if e @id.rt sbould mu

'lfr @l thaL Do* hs blen lhe ldd b.les up lor pal milEt6
-d s;! Rob€c. Mmnb couD comdirt or8aod for cletn

wdd Acnon in Clinlor ToMsnip "But corPoEtio.s ne'd lo ttrke sN
6itgs l'lc iht nevs haPPfl aslin "

Gs Chmol C@da Dnmdnh lmuf(hFpl6xc, Ihechenictls
6rr vft Ben iI the ps! sEh as mercury, aE no long€r *d 1od!v

Tbeid€!forthecleduppoFclcMeintne l980s,whdnd
Mm.nr ar the Do$ Dlotrr a.tdaPd flqNnmenlll u$6. CEbs
sd iheRoalsd bpF ftt 6dner au and $ater conmirolron ed b
cld uD mbles of the Dtst $hen the.ntmmobl etrccls of thbe
"hd,;l; wftteht".lt unl^nown Dow set tuide tl00 millioD tor ihe'e
.nvimnm.nlol orci*G. CEb€r eid.

since tn€ o;la;imb ae buried iI sdinml that b 6 inches b 2 feer
.teeo. thev @selinle imnedtrle h.tlth concm. aEbct sd Bul the
*aimiciuu b< srima uo rna conlmnarion could bc cPsd bv I'r8e
'bios oassms $rouch or a mbsive (e floe, rh€ $id Dos didn l sel lo
.r.i ri'.t "i'-e. Crct* *'C and d€crded on $e Enov.l

Maconb omcials bemc inteEsted in Dow's dedgin! pEctices in the

Do* tiBt did a snaller dr€dgine projed for six drvs i. $e spring of
I 996 afts . patch of soff, r.r_lil(e m0erial was discovetd in lbe rivd
crcbr sd iow cleoed up the subsbnce thtt .ppearcd lo hlvc spilled
into 6e nver ftm a dEin l@aled rcd a Samit ledfill.

vou can re@h Maisa fthulE at (586) 168'290t ot
nfhutz@deh4\ @n
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